
Principles of medical ethics to be discussed include:

1. Describe the effects an advance directive such as a Living Will might have in this case.

2.   Discuss how religion can help with advance care planning.

3. Explain what advance directives contain or don’t contain and the different types of advance 

care directives in Missouri.

Current Issues in 

Medicine, Religion and Ethics

A 59 year old man is admitted to the Emergency Department 

with chest pain. He appears pale and sweaty. An EKG shows 

an acute myocardial infarction and while he is monitored, his 

pulse becomes erratic and he suffers a cardiac arrest due to 

ventricular fibrillation.  The patient has a Living Will indicating 

that he wishes “no CPR”. The Will is given to the ED

physician who must decide what to do next.
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